











THE JEW ; 
BEING A DEFENCE OF JUDAISM AGAINST ALL ADVERSARIES, 


AND PARTICULARLY AGAINST THE INSIDIOUS 
ATTACKS OF 


ISRAEL’S ADVOCATE. 





92Tk ae wInn Yow 
: pty Ayan 3 + 939 awa Pon w oN 
Tan oR wine -°> pow ANK * PR ON - 


% Hearken unto me: be silent, and I will speak. If thou hast any words to an- 
swer me; then speak, for I desire thy justification. If not, hearken thou unto me: 
keep silence, and | will teach thee wisdom.” 

Job xxxiii. 31, 32, 33. 
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Arter a twelve-month of sore travail, on the part of Israel’s 
Advocate, during all which time our ears were continually stun- 
ned with its mortal throes and horrid cries, we have the plea- 
sure to felicitate our readers on its accouchment, and safe delivery. 
Yes, the mountain labour has brought forth—a note of interroga- 
tion in the form of a communication signed CAMDEN, address- 
ed to the Jews. This is as it should be. This is the only legiti- 
mate method ......ians can take to convince, and consequently to 
convert Jews. We hail it as a promising sign of the commence- 
ment of a more liberal method of procedure on the part of our 
opponents ; and as we shall review, and answer it, we consider it 
proper, first to lay the address before our readers, following the. 
copy verbatim. 


FROM ISRAEL’S ADVOCATE OF THIS MONTH. 
TO THE JEWS. 


Loved Friends—In the second and third persecutions of the Christians, under the 
emperor Domitian, and under the emperor Trajan, when false Messiahs created 
civil contentions, all the lineal descendants of the stock of David were murdered, 
says history. Have you any of the lineage of David still left? Have you correct 
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genealogies of your tribes and families among you? 1 have understood you have 
not. And if you have not, how can you expect Messiah is yet to come from the 
stock of David; and is outwardly to restore you to your outward land; and is out- 
wardly to establish your tribes, many of which appear to be lost, te wit, the ten and 
a half tribes of Israel? Be not tooexternal. Jehovah is a spirit; heaven is his 
throne, and earth is his footstoo!. You expect that when Messiah comes he will 
rebuke the nations, lead you back into the land of Judea and Palestine ; establish 
a new covenant, and explain the signification of your ceremonies, &c. What think 
ye of the new covenant, Jer. xxxi. 31, and of the new city Jerusalem, described by 
Ezekiel; and of the kingdom, spoken of by Daniel under the representation of a 
little stone, that shal] be an unive: sal empire, after it shall have smitten the toes of 
the image seen by Nebuchadnezzar? Do be so kind as to explain your ideas of the 
nature and difference between the o/d covenant and the new ; between the o/d Jeru- 
salem and the new one; and between the people and kingdom of God under the old 
covenant and the new. 

Am I correct in viewing the old covenant, Jerusalem, and kingdom of God among 
you, as being external, visible, and typical? While these existed, the laws of them 
ia were written externally on stone, parchment, and paper. They were very local 
Cages | also. ButI have observed that the new covenant is very different from your old 
i / ‘one. For Jeremiah says, God, the Jehovah, will write it internally on the hearts of 
. ty the house of Israel and Judah, and be their God und law-giver. The old law, 
' therefore, was external: this new law is internal even in the heart and disposition. 
The old regulated external morals: the new is to regulate internal affections and 
. desires. Under the old covenant you are to get knowledge from the lips of the priests 
B. and mercenary teachers; but under the new, the Lord will be the one shepherd, 

and teach his flock himself, without money or price; and all shall know him; and 
: the Messiah is not only to be your glory, but the light of all nations; so that no man 
i rae need to teach his neighbour any more ; for all shall be taught of the Lord, who will 
ee pour out his holy spirit on ali flesh, as Joel prophesied. Come, then, and walk and 

worship in this light of God’s holy spirit within you. 
The visible Jews of the old covenant worshipped at the old Jerusalem; but the 
gentile nations are to-go up to the new Jerusalem, or mountain of the Lor@ of hosts, 

to worship, in the days of the new covenant. 

re Under the old covenant, visible Mount Zion is ‘called the mountain of the Lord : 
it but under the new covenant, the mountain of the Lord, on which the new Jerusa- 
: i lem stands, where nothing shall hurt or destroy, is invisible, and must be very dif- 
ferent. For it is a mountain established on the tops of the mountains, &c. says Mi- 
eah, ch, iv. and Isaiah ii. The prophet Daniel also speaks of this mountain of the 
new covenant, as a kingdom and empire ; or as a little stone and mountain; and that 
the kingdom of the liitle stone should be set up in seventy weeks, i. e. four hundred 
and ninety days or years; but that the sanctuary of it will not be cleansed till two 
thousand three hundred days, or years, which approaches the present time; when 
; the kingdom of the little stone shall become the empire of the mountain, covering 
) di a the whole earth. In this holy mountain of the Lord’s house, or church, all nations 
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round the globe can and will come to worship; and they will beat their swords 
; a, into plough-shares, and their spears into pruning hooks, and worship Jehovah, the 
} ie i Prince of Peace. This glorious kingdom of the mountain has not yet come, because 

ail nations still fight; and by this means oppose your restoration, and the coming 
































THE JEW. 301 


vf God’s empire, in which the waters, i. e. truths of his new Jerusalem, heals and 
gives life, according to Ezek. xlvii. What a holy Jerusalem this is! the waters are 
holy —bells, pots, every thing shall be holy; for there shall be no more the Canaan- 
ite in the house of the Lord, 7. ¢. there shall be no unelean thing in the new Jerusa- 


lem church of the new covenant and new Israel. Zech. xiv. 
From your friend, CAMDEN. 


a ee 


TO FRIEND CAMDEN. 


Be.ovep Frienp, 

In the above you state nine different questions, make two re- 
quests, and present us fer examination no less than thirty items of 
information, no doubt expecting answers to all the questions, the 
granting of both requests, and the examination and consideration 
of each and every of the items of information stated. If this is 
fair, it is very hard: not that either, of itself, is so; but since the 
consideration of one subject is fully sufficient at one time, it is un- 
fair to require of a friend to undertake forty-one at once ; we will, 
however take them as they present themselves, and try what can 
be done with them. | 

Question 1. “‘ Have you any of the lineage of David yet left ?” 

Answer. The descendants of David are yet existing, and are 
numerous, maugre the malice of the ancient ......ians and Maho- 
medans. If this were net the case, then God has not spoken by 
Jeremiah. Jer. xxxiii. v. 20, 21, 22. 

Q. 2. “ Have you correct genealogies of your tribes and fami- 
lies among you?” 

A. Authentic registers are kept of every male Jew throughout 
the world, and ever have been kept. 

Q. 3. “ How can you expect the Messiah to come from the 
stock of David ?” | 

A. God, who will commission him, needs no document to as- 
sure himself of not giving it to a wrong person. 

Q. 4. How is the Messiah “ outwardly to restore you (us) to 
your (our) outward land ?” 

A. Thus: On the first restoration of the Jews to Judea, their 
independence will not be acknowledged by any, except one dis- « 


/ 





302 THE JEW. 


tant nation.* All others will war against them under the autocrat 
Gog, who will overrun Judea, and even storm Jerusalem, follow- 
ing the Jewish army, or rather the half of the city and army 
through Jerusalem into the valley of Jehoshaphat, where the final 
battle will be fought ; Gog and his army will be destroyed. The 
supremacy of the Jews will then commence; all nations will 
acknowledge them, and accept their mediation and arbitrament ; 
obeying their orders, It will then be demanded of every nation 
to bring the Jews, who may reside in their several countries, to 
Jerusalem, and which they will do with alacrity, together with all 
Ne | their effects. All this will take place under the Messiah. 
iki. ee Q. 5. How the Messiah “is outwardly to establish your (our) 
ay tribes, many of which appear to be lost, to wit, the ten and a half 
y i ae tribes of Israel ?” 
pi oe A. The ten tribes of Israel will come in a body, so that a na~ 
1 Re tion will be born in a day. 
at Q.6 ‘ What think ye of the new covenant? Jer. xxxi. 31.” 
ae. A. The covenant, on our part, will be to keep the old law, 
i and on the part of God, to perpetuate unto us his promises. 
teh There will be no new law, only a new covenant te observe the 
law of God: the Law given from Sinai. 
: Q. 7. What think ye “of the new city Jerusalem, described 
by Ezekiel.” 
A. That it will be built on the ruins of the old city ; “on its own 

! heap,” a very literal OUTWARD city.t 
| Q. 8. And what think ye “ of the kingdom spoken of by Da- 
i niel, under the representation of a little stone, that shall be an 
| universal empire, after it shall have smitten the toes of the image 
seen by Nebuchadnezzar ?” 
A. The stone represents the kingdom of the Jews, after their 
q ; Ne first restoration, and before the war of Gog, which will not be a 
Bee as universal kingdom until after the destruction of Gog, (smiting the 
“ image on the toes) it becomes a mountain, and will fill all the 
; ; ‘| earth, be universal, an outward, temporal, earthly empire. See 
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the Jew, vol. 1. No. 1. page 17, &c. 
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‘ @. 9. “Am I correct in viewing the old covenant, Jerusalem, 
and kingdom of God among you, as being external, visible, and 
typical ?” 

A. We think you are very incorrect in so doing. That the 
covenant, Jerusalem, and the kingdom of God among us, were 
external, is undoubted in this sense, the covenant was made with 
our fathers, external men, who had a real, a substantial existence; 
and therefore it was necessary the covenant should be as they 
were, and any new covenant that shall hereafter be made with 
us, and which we shall enter into as a party, must also, of ne- 
cessity, be external, although on the part of God, it may contain 
conditions to be by him internally performed. In regard. to Je- 
rusalem, we have, God knows, Jerusalem in our hearts. “ If I 
forget thee, O Jerusalem! may my right hand forget its cunning. 
If the thoughts thereof float not uppermost, at the head of all my 
rejoicings.” Still Jerusalem was, is, and will be, an external, sub- 
stantial city ; not a creature of the mind, an imaginary being, as 
you, perhaps, may suppose it. ‘ God’s kingdom,” among us, as 
you, so we pray that the Lerd shall take the kingdom; he is indeed, 
and ever has been, our only king, in reality ; and now he reigns in 
the hearts and affections of his subjects, the Jews, and guards 
them by his providence; although through our weakness we 
transgress his law; but, I presume, you confound the law with 
the covenant; they are different things ; it is an article of the co- 
venant that we keep the /aw. Finally, we know of no types, all 
are realities ; nothing real is by us supposed to stand as a type of 
any other future occurrence, unless it is so explained, as the siege 
of Jerusalem, by Ezekiel laying on his sides a certain season, 
eating bread by measure, &c. is explained in Ezekiel. Isaiah 
went naked: he explains it to mean that the people should go 
into captivity ; but the kingdom of God, the covenant, and every 
part of the law, as well as the city of Jerusalem, are realities, and 
no types. 

You request us to explain our “ ideas of the nature and differ- 
ence between the old covenant and the new; between the old Je- 
rusalem and the new one; and between the people and kingdom 
of God under the old covenant and the new.” 

The new covenant promised us will contain one more condition 
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to be performed on the part of God, to wit, that he will not suffer 
us to be exposed to the weakness of our own natures, but will 
write the law which he gave us at Sinai, on our hearts ; in conse- 
quence we shall have no inclination to transgress it any longer ; 
the first covenant was conditional, the new will be absolute and 
unconditional. See Koul Jacob, published by J. Reid, 99 Wa- 
ter-street, page 48—52, inclusive. Again, | must beg you to keep 
in mind we are promised a new covenant, not a new law—but a 
new covenant to keep the old law. See also, Dea’s letter, follow- 
ing inthis number. As to ‘‘ New Jerusalem,” you will perceive, 
that it must be built upon its own heap, on the very site of the old 
one, an earthly Jerusalem, in N. latitude 31. 46. E. longitude 35. 
20. &c. It does not mean heaven, it does not mean paradise—it 
will be found a substantial stone of stumbling to all its enemies ; 
yes, a bowl of trembling to those who shall think it otherwise. 
Zach. xii. 2, 6. 

Concerning the people and kingdom of God. The new cove- 
nant will be made only with Israel, but the people of God take 
your will. All mankind, Gentiles as well as Jews, those who are 
now ......ians, Mahomedans, or Pagans, as well as Jews, will then 
be acknowledged his people ; al! the sons and daughters of Adam 
are, in truth, now, and ever have been, his. They will then ac- 
knowledge him, and he them. ‘ ‘The Lord shall be king over all 
the earth. In that day the Lord shall be ONE, and his name 
acknowledged ONE.” 

We now come to the examination of the items of information 
you are pleased to give us. ‘The first is, that all the stock of Da- 
vid were murdered in the time of Domitian and Trajan. 

But in Shalsheleth Hakabala fol. xxix. 1. we find that the family 
of Yechaya are descended from the stock of Jesse, i. e. David. 
This was written in the year 1500, of the vulgar era. Also, it is 
written of the Rabbi Don Ytschok Abarbanal, as a well known 
fact, that the exalted and illustrious family of barbanal was 
descended from David, and who were carried to Spain after the 
destruction of the first temple, as he obseryes in his comment on 
Zech. xii. 7, L. S. 

Thus we have two families claiming, no doubt justly, their de- 
scent from the stock of David; in general they do not make them- 
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selves known, for their state is low in Israel, as was foretold by 
Ezekiel and Micah, vide The Jew, vol. 1. No. 10. page 205. 

Item 2. Speaking of genealogies, you say, “ Iam told you 
have none.” : 

We need none; authentic public registers will answer every 
purpose, much better than private tables ; and every male Jew is 
registered, as soor as circuincised, by the operator. 

Item 3. “'The ten and a half tribes of israel appear to be lost.” 

The ten tribes we cannot speak with certainty of as to where 
they exist We believe they do exist, and expect they will be 
found in the country they settled in on their expulsion from the 
land of Israel, principally in Media, ...... ian: missionaries do not 
go there, more than other travellers. 

You next inform us that Ist. we ‘* expect when Messiah comes 
he will rebuke the nations; 2d. lead you (us) back unto the land 
of Judea and Palestine; 3d. establish a new covenant, and 4th. 
explain the signification of your (our) ceremonies. 

Of the two first items you are already better informed ; as re- 
gards the third, God will establish (as you term it) the covenant 
with us; the Messiah is only a man as ourselves, and not a God.. 
And as to the 4th. we shall need none of his teachings; as your- 
self allow all will be taught of the Lord. “ Ail shall know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest.” 

As regards the items contained in the following paragraph : 
‘While these (the old covenant, Jerusalem, and the kingdom of 
God among us) existed, the laws of them were written externally 
on stone, parchment, and paper. ‘They were very local, also. 
But I have observed that the new covenant is very different from 
your old one. For Jeremiah says, God, the Jehovah, will write 
it internally on the hearts of the house of Israel and Judah, and 
be their God and law-giver. The old law, therefore, was ezter- 
nal: this new law is internal even in the heart and disposition. 
The old regulated external morals: the new is to regulate inter- 
nal affections and desires. Under the old covenant you are to get 
knowledge from the lips of the priests and mercenary teachers ; 
but under the new, the Lord will be the one shepherd, and teach 
his flock himself, without money or price: and all shall know him ; 
and the Messiah is not only to be your glory, but the light of all 
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nations ; so that no man need to teach his neighbour any more ; 
for all shall be taught of the Lord, who will pour out his holy spi- 
rit on all flesh, as Joel prophesied. Come, then, and walk and 
worship in this light of God’s holy spirit within you.” 

I have, in part, I trust, set your ideas right. As to paper, I be- 
lieve they knew of none. Again, Jeremiah does not say God the 
Lord will write the covenant, but the Jaw in our hearts—ves, 
friend, the law which I have given ‘nni) among them; the old 
law which he formerly had given ; for the verb is in the past tense, 
and not as erroneously translated by ......ians, in the future, I 
will put, and I presume the editor of Israel’s Advocate, if you 
ask him, will tell you I am correct. 

, And, my loved friend, you play on the word internally, for I 
suppose the word inward, used in the Bible, does not suit you ; 
the Bible says, ‘ I will put my law in their inward parts ;” you 
would rather have it—I will put my law in their internal parts. 
But, friend, the word translated, in their inward parts, is p29p3 
bykerbam, and which will not bear to be so translated; the Eng- 
lish of it is, among them, so that, friend, be assured you are too 
INTERNAL. In regard to their locality you are assuredly cor- 
rect, they are intended for Jews alone ; and, although the whole 
world will be of the Jewish persuasion, yet will they observe 
only two commands of the ceremonial law, to wit, circumcision 
and the feast of the tabernacles, as 1 have shown in the Jew, vol. 
1. No. 8. page 157; and in my answer to the sermon of the Rev. 
G. S. Faber, last page. As to the whim of doing without priests, 
and thereby saving our money, (you'll please to excuse the Jan- 
guage) it is pleasant enough to speak of, but, excuse me, not agree- 
able to Scripture; the priests will be the ministers of God as 
long as day and night endureth—but we shall no more have oc- 
casion to do what we are now doing; no more argument with one 
another ; mo more teaching one the other; in that regard we 
shall all know the Lord from the least to the greatest ; and in that 
light, in consequence, be a nation of priests unto the Lord, a holy 
people. And as to not wearing any longer a rough garment, 
(a garment of hair cloth) to deceive, surely we have no fault to 
find with the gospel ministers; they do it not; fine linens, broad 
cloth, and silk, answers their purpose well enough. As to visi- 
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Ble worship, and invisible worship, visible Jerusalem and in- 
visible Jerusalem ; be assured, kind friend, what is invisible is also 
illusory. My hope is strong, the root of the matter is also sound 
within me. “In THESE EYES SHALL I sex Gop;” no illusion, no 
invisibility. And now, friend, permit me to warn you not again 
to add to the word written in the prophets; you tell us Micah 
and Isaiah say, “ it is a mountain estallished on the tops of the 
mountains,” &c. I think they say “ on the top,” in the singular, 
see your Bible. You next inform us that “ Daniel also speaks of 
this mountain of the new covenant, as a kingdom and empire; or 
as a little stone and mountain; and that the kingdom of the little 
stone should be set up in seventy weeks, i. e. four hundred and 
ninety days or years; but that the sanctuary of it will not be 
cleansed till two thousand three hundred days, or years, whieh ap- 
preaches the present time ; when the kingdom of the little stone 
shall become the empire of the mountain, covering the whole earth. 
In this holy mountain of the Lord’s house, or church, all nations 
round the globe can and will come to worship ; and they will beat 
their swords into plough-shares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks, and wership Jehovah, the Prince of Peace.” 

The prophet Daniel, my inquiring, informiag friend, does not 
say a word of this new covenant; neither does he speak at all of 
the mount of the Lord’s house. He speaks only of the kingdom. 
He calls it 25 ~yw a great mountain, so great, indeed, that it 
filled the whole earth; there, consequently, was no room for any 
other. This represented the universal earthly empire of the Mes- 
siah, as himself explains it, to the king, chap. ii. 44. It is a 
mountain; a kingdom that destroys all others; it fills the whole 
earth itself; the whole image; all the monarchies of the old world 
become before it, while it is only a stone, as chaff before the 
wind. But the mount of the Lord’s house, spoken of by Isaiah 
and Micah, is, if | may so express it, of another nature; it de- 
stroys nothing, and is only exalted above them; and it is not a— 
mountain, but a hill, a mount, it is Zion itself—the house of the 
Lord—the CHURCH of God—in Jerusalem external—wher and 
whereto, all nations will come to be taught, and being their dif- 


ferences to be adjudged of, and in consequence superscede the 
F, 


necessity of war. Isa. ii. 4. and Micah iv. 1. 5. As to Daniel’s 
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saying, “ the little stone will be set up in 70 weeks, i. e. four 
hundred and ninety days or years, but that the sanctuary of it will 
- not.be cleansed, till two thousand three hundred days,” to the end 
of your address to us, (excuse my plain language, kind friend) is 
altogether a misrepresentation. Daniel does not, in any place, 
say little stone. Secondly, Daniel’s stone is cut out in the latter 
days, after the image is complete, as himself explains to the king. 
‘ In the days of these kings,” when the Roman empire is divided 
into the toes, “ will the God of Heaven raise up a kingdom,” and 
not before; but at the time you mention, at the end of the se- 
venty weeks of Daniel, the Roman empire was not yet divided, 
he does not say the stone shall then be cut out; please see the 
Jew, No, 1. vol. 1. Again, “ when the kingdom of the little stone 
shall become the empire of the mountain,”—do not so pervert the 
words of the prophet. He does-not say the kingdom of, neither 
does he say the empire of. Daniel’s words are, “‘ and the stone 
that smote the image became a great mountain.” The stone it- 
self, and not the kingdom of the stone, becomes a great mountain 
itself, and not the empire of the mountain. The stene, you per- 
aa Wt, ceive, is the kingdom, not the person; and so of the mountain. 
4 It is the empire, not the Messiah, that Daniel speaks of. Again, 
Daniel does not say, covering the whole earth; he says fill. My 
fa) dear friend, ‘“ wo to them that cover with a covering, and not of 

fides my spirit.” That the * glorious kingdom called the mountain, has 
Wi | not yet come, we are agreed—neither has the stone come, or 

Ss been cut out yet, or it would strike the image which now stands 
*) , on its feet, on the toes. And now, kind friend, I hope what I 
i 4! a. have said will be taken in charity, as well intended, and that if 
Hh | ee again you require the Jews to answer questions, you will only 
Bees state one at a time; as to instruction and information, you cannot 
ak give us toomuch. Weowe you thanks, and beg leave to as- 
; t : sure you of our gratefulness, for your’s is the only fair method 
1a ae hitherto taken for our conviction ; if 1 should have the pleasure of 
Tae: ay seeing any further of your productions in that way, I pledge to 
oe attend to it as soon as possible. I beg leave to close for the pre- 

t : sent, assuring you that J am truly and affectionately your brother 
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i, and friend. 
' s C THE EDITOR. 
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' Let not CANDIDUS think himself slighted because Camden is 
first attended to. Israel’s Advocate is considered the adversary 
of the Jews: and in our title, we avow a determination of defend- 
ing Judaism, particularly against its insidious attacks. Jews are 
pleased when they see any appearance of fairness in its pages, as 
we must acknowledge is the address of Camden. It opens the 
argument between Jews and ...... ians ; such things in our pages, 
unquoted, would carry the appearance of our raising difficulties 
for the purpose of clearing them. Again, of Candidus, we could 
not ask for a reply, he being a private correspondent to the Jew, 
and may withhold his communication when he thinks proper.— 
But of Camden, through his Rev. agent, Mr. R. we have a 
tangible hold, and a right to demand a reply of him. 

Indeed, in fairness, we have a right to expect a reply to this, of 
the Rev. Editor, or of Candidus; and although we do not wish 
to dictate the method, we would barely intimate the satisfaction it 
would confer, if our method of quoting our opponent, by pre- 
senting} it altogether before our readers without any comment, 
and without mutilating any part of it, that the whole force may 
be appurent, before we commence our reply. If Israel’s Ad- 
vocate, or any other ...... ian religious publication, should be wil- 
ling to use any thing out of the Jew, for that purpose, they may 
do so, giving the usual credit. 

One thing I have not noticed, and truly, { am sorry to find it 
in such an address as Camden’s ; it is the phraseology of ** THE 
LORD, the Prince of Peace,” Do not...... ians know the Prince 
of Peace was a man, who died 2200 years ago, and not God. 
Although the quotation is incorrect ; for it is nowhere said—and 
worship tHE Lorp, the Prince of Peace—nay, it nowhere says 
that the Prince of Peace should be worshipped as God. 


a ee 


DEA’S LETTERS. 
(Continued from page 286.) 

The better to show the insufliciency of the arts and inventions, 
mentioned in my last ; it is necessary to instance some prophecies, 
which being explained according to those rules, you will then be 
the better able to judge the vanity of all such arts, and how ab- 
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surd it is to pretend by such evasions to prove either the fulfilling 
of the prophecies, or to support any claim. It is pretended, “ that 
the prophet intimated clear enough, that a new dispensation was 
to be introduced, and a new covenant, different from that which 
God made with their fathers.”* To prove this they refer to a 
passage of Jeremiah, which I will transcribe at length, give you 
its literal meaning, and then consider it according to the applica- 
tion made by their arts. The passage is as follows :— 

“* Behold! the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Ju- 
dah ; not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers, 
in the days that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt, which my covenant they breke, although I 
was a husband unto them, saith the Lord. _But this shall be the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days, saith the Lord: I will put my law in their inward 
parts, and write it in their hearts, and will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. And they shall teach no more eve- 
ry man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, know 
the Lord : for they shall all know me from the least of them unto 
the greatest of them, saith the Lord. For I will forgive their 
imiquity, and I will remember their sin no more. Thus saith 
the Lord, which giveth the sen for a light by day, and the ordi- 
nances of the moon and of the stars, for alight by night, ‘which 
divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; the Lord of Hosts 
is his name. If those ordinances depart from before me saith 
the Lord; then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a 
nation before me for ever. Thus saith the Lord, if heaven above 
can be measured, and the foundation cf the earth searched out 
beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of Israel, for all that they 
have done, saith the Lord. Behold the days come, saith the 
Lord, that the city shall be built to the Lord from the tower of 
Hananel unto the gate of the corner, and the measuring line shall 
yet go forth over against it, upon the hill Gareb, and shall com- 
pass about to Goath, and the whole valley of the dead bodies, 
and of the ashes and all the fields, unto the brook Kedron, unto 
the corner of the horse gate towards the east shall be holy unto 


* Divine authority, vol. 1. p. 101 
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the Lord: it shall not be plucked up nor thrown down any more 
fer ever.”* 

Now from this prophecy it plainly appears, that God was to make 
a new covenant with the house of Israel and Judah, or Jewish na- 
tion, which covenant should net be broke like that made with their 
fathers. The conditions on the people’s part is, that they are 
to observe the law, (signified by God’s writing it on their hearts, 
and fixing it in their inwards parts) and be God’s peculiar people : 
and God, on his part, was to forgive and forget their iniquity and 
sin ; was to restore, preserve them, and be their God; cause their 
city to be built, never more to be destroyed.. This, in few words, 
is the contents of the promised covenant, according to the clear 
sense and obvious meaning of the prophet, conformably and 
agreeably to the repeated promise made to the nation, by all the 
prophets. The plain meaning of this prophecy, and the peculiar 
terms in which it is delivered, ought, one would think, to deter 
people from practising their arts, and impose meanings thereon 
so different, and so entirely contradictory to that of the prophet. 
He has entered into a particular description of the people who 
were to be a party, or partakers of the new covenant. And he 
has also particularized and declared, not only its contents, but 
likewise in what it was to differ from the former one. Thus it 
plainly appears, that God would enter into a new covenant with 
the Jews; but that a new law, or any new dispensation, was to be 
introduced, has no manner of foundation. ‘That the new cove- 
nant was to be different from that which their fathers entered inte, 
is likewise plain and evident. But what has that to do with a 
new dispensation which is pretended was to be introduced: does 
not the prophet declare in what the difference was to consist ? 
The former covenant had been conditional; by it the nation’s. 
happiness and welfare was made to depend entirely on the observ- 
ance of that which they stipulated ; but they continually failed, 
and broke the conditions, and, in consequence, often received ex- 
emplary punishments. But the new covenant was to be formed 
upon an entire new plan; by it the nation’s happiness was to be 
permanent, lasting, and unconditional; for they were to have 


* Jeremiah, chap. xxxi. verse $1 to the end. Bible translation 
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such knowledge of God, from the least to the greatest, a3 was to 
insure duty and fidelity ever after: and that in such manner, that 
though all nations failed, yet the Jews should never be cast off, 
or cease to bea nation; for the same Almighty Power that creat- 
ed the universe, and gave laws to nature, would preserve and pro- 
tect them. This, then, is the contents and condition of the new 
covenant, and the difference from the old to the new is this, by 
the old the nation’s happiness was only conditional ; whereas, by 
the new it is to be absolute and unconditional. The old they 
often broke, but the new they never should break, for it was to 
be as lasting as nature itself. The reasoning of St. Paul on this 
passage, is most remarkable, and ought not to be passed in silence. 
He will have Jesus to be the mediator of it,* and reasons, “ that 
if the first covenant had been faultless, there had been no place for 
a second.”+ To these two assertions, I shall only say, Ist. that 
the prophet neither points out Jesus, nor intimates any thing con- 
cerning a Mediator, and 2dly, that, had any other than St. Paul de- 
clared that what God did was faulty, so many arguments would be 
urged against him by .../..ian divines, and such a defence be made 
of God’s goodness and conduct, and the impossibility of his com- 
mitting any fault, would be made so evident as should silence all 
such opinions. And there appears so little connexion between the 
new covenant promised by the prophet, and the transaction related 
to have happened in the time of Jesus, that I cannot see the least 
resemblance of the prophecy to the completion. ‘The comparing 
a few instances may help to set this in a clear light. 

Tis pretended that Jesus was the mediator of the new cove- 
nant; but how was this performed? did he enter into any agree- 
ment or covenant with the house of Israel? No, the Jews know 
of none, and history is entirely silent, as to this circumstance, 
and not the least footstep of any such contract is to be traced ; 
besides no contract can be made without the consent of the par- 
ties; and if they did not give either their express or tacit consent, 
the covenant, or contract, can never be either valid or binding. 
But was it at that time that God entered into a special relation 
with the house of Israel and Judah, of being their God, and took 
them for his chosen people ? 


“ Heb. chap. 8. v. 6. + Ibid, v. 7. 
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Was it then that they were full of the knowledge of God, even 
from the least to the greatest ? 

Was it at that time that God forgave their sins and iniquity ? 

Were they at that time restored, never more to be cast off, or 
cease to be a nation? 

Was then the time in which their city should be rebuilt, never 
afier to be plucked up or thrown down? 

These partieulars, it is well known, never came to pass, neither 
then nor since. How, then, could the promised covenant take 
place? Should not every particular circumstance of the pro- 
phet’s description be fulfilled and accomplished, before they 
lay their claims? and are not things represented in the very op- 
posite, or contrary extreme? For instead of having Ged’s law 
fixed in their hearts, they are represented as the wickedest gene- 
ration that ever existed. 

Instead of having a perfect knowledge of God, and being his 
people, they are represented as the most abominable and repro- 
bate nation under heaven. 

Instead of having theirfcity ‘and temple rebuilt, never more to 
be destroyed, beheld both miserably laid waste ! 

Instead of being a nation never to be cast off, behold them 
struggling under every hardship, oppression and dependence. 

Instead of having their sins forgiven, they are represented as 
committing, at that very time, the jmost heinous and atrocious 
crimes, particularly that of refusing the Messiah, and putting him 
to an ignominious death. 3 

Instead of continuing a glorious nation, behold them miserable, 
conquered, and dispersed throughout the four corners of the 
earth, persecuted in turn by every nation. 

How, then, is this prophecy fulfilled? Has the application 
the least shadow of agreement with the promise therein con- 
tained ? | 

But here they take shelter in their evasions, and fly for refuge 
to their arts and inventions, the strength of which let us examine. 

They say that by the names of Israel and Judah, not the Jews, 
but the Gentiles, are thereby intended and meant. It is the 
aasdi ian church, under that denomination, that was to enjoy the 
peculiar privileges and advantages promised by the new cove- 
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nant. Were they able to make out their claim, it would be but 
reasonable to grant their pretensions; but it happens that the 
prophet is so minutely circumstantial in his description, that it 
effectually excludes any people or nation from being thereby in- 
tended, excepting the litera! house of Israel, or natural seed of 
Jacob. Nothing, under the utmost violence done to the text, and 
a most unnatural meaning imposed on it, can give it a contrary 
sense. But certainly the liberty of imposing a sense and mean- 
ing on words different from that which they import according to 
their first and known acceptation and signification, is such a vio- 
lation as ought never to be admitted. 

For if words are made use of as signs to denote our ideas, what a 
confusion and subversion of language must ensue, if a meaning 
contrary to that which the word stands as a known sign of, be ar- 
bitrarily imposed on them at pleasure. What is there, according 
to this scheme, that a person may not be made to say? but as 
this is the greatest and grossest abuse of language, the bare men- 
tioning it is sufficieut to expose its absurdity. However, I should 
be glad to know from whence the authority of imposing an oppo- 
site, contrary, or different sense on scriptuve is derived. I am 
sure no such liberty would be allowed to any person; no, not even 
in the most common affairs of life. Ought not the pretenders to 
this privilege, (supposing in this prophecy) at least to have refer- 
red to some passage wherein mention is made of the house of Is- 
rael and Judah, and showing the inconsistency and absurdity of 
applying those terms to the literal seed of Israel or Judah, or the 
Jewish nation; and then show their pertinency and exact agree- 
ment, as applied to the .......an church. Was it for want of 
words in the Hebrew language, that the Gentiles are called by 
that very name by which the Jews are always meant and intend- 
ed? Can it be suppesed that God weuld do that which must ap- 
pear highly absurd in man? By no means; the very passage is 
plain and explicit against any such pretensions, and puts it out of 
all doubt, that none but the literal houses of Israel and Judah 
were intended. For the new covenant was to be made with those, 
whose fathers he brought up from the land of Egypt; with whose 
fathers he made a former covenant; with those whose fathers 
had broke that covenant: notwithstanding he had behaved like 
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u‘husband unto them. Now pray, who does this description 
fit, the Jews or the Gentiles? If the Jews, then it was with 
them that God was to make the new covenant. And as it 
is them, literally, that the preceding particulars are alone ap- 
plicable to, so it is with them literally that the covenant was 
to be made; but since the Gentiles are so fond of being 
thought to be meant by this name, why do they not undertake 
to prove that it was not the ancestors of the Jews (literally) but 
theirs who entered into a former covenant—that it was not the fa- 
thers of the Jews (literally) who broke the covenant, and were 
punished, but theirs. Aud then after they have properly made all 
this out, it will be time to put in for that name, and claim the pri- 
vilege of the new covenant; and as it is natural to think they can 
never make out all this, they may, perhaps, make use of another 
invention, and pretend that the new covenant was to be spiritual. 
To this I answer that God made no such distinction; and, as the 
former covenant was worldly, so also must the new one be; fer 
it particularises things entirely of worldly nature—particularly, 
that the house of Israel should never be cast off, nor cease to be a 
nation. 

It may likewise be pretended that this covenant was to take 
place in Heaven, and refer you to Paradise for its accomplish- 
ment; ‘tis but putting Heaven for Jerusalem, an invention often 
made use of, to which I answer, that the prophet intimates the very 
contrary, and, least any such pretension should be made, he 
carefully aud minutely describes the earthly Jerusalem, and de- 
scribes the tower Hananeel, the gates, the hill Gareb and Goeth, 
the vailey of dead bodies and of ashes, the fields, the brook Ki- 
dron, and the Horse-gate, all which puts it beyond dispute that he 
meant Jerusalem literally and not Paradise or Heaven ; besides, — 
the words shall not be plucked up, or thrown down any more for 
ever, imply that the place had been destroyed which never could 
be said of a heavenly one. 

In short it seems as if God had carefully provided, that his 
meaning should not be misapplied in any part of it, by circum- 
stantially describing every particular, and that he has done so 


minutely as strongly inforces his plain meaning, in-such a manner 
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as to render it impracticable consistently to apply this prophecy 
in any other sense. 

These are the arts and evasions to which the most learned and 
eminent men have recourse. It is in these, and such like subter- 
fuges, that they fly to for shelter, it is from such chimerical and 
vain pretensions, that they undertake to prove the fulfilling of 
prophecy: as they write to people of the same persuasion, and 
way of thinking, it is very rare that their reasoning meets any 
opposition ; but every thing they say, though ever so absurd, is 
received with applause and approbation, as if they had demon- 
stratively proved their point, or convinced their opponents. 

They exult and sing tedeum for their victory. They triumph 
and exclaim against the Jews for wilfully shutting their eyes and 
hardening their hearts against the plain arguments and dictates of 
truth ; concluding them to be under a national blindness, an in- 
fatuation ; they will, indeed, invite people to make their objec- 
tions, but then they are to expect no quarter; heresy, infidelity, 
and apostacy, will be proved against them; defamation and ill 
language will certainly ensue, for they are generally very eloquent 
and expert at these weapons. 

Allow me, sir, to ask one question—Supposing a_ prophet 
had positive orders from God to promise and. fulfil any thing 
which was to happen and befall the house of Israel or Judah, or 
their literal descendents, would it be possible for the prophet to 
deliver or make known God’s will, and reveal his purpose to them, 
in words and terms more significant and proper than those very 
words which the prophet has in the passage now under considera- 
tion, delivered his commissionin? I challenge any person to do 
itin words more expressive and less liable to objections or excep- 
tions ; and if this is the case, as it certainly is, what reasons are 
there to think that when he has chosen the most unexceptionable 
terms, he has deceived those he spake to, and intended the con- 
trary, shall we impute that to God which we should condemn as 


the greatest absurdity and abuse in men? 
‘To be Continued.) 
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THOUGHTS ON PREDESTINATION. 


Mahomedans are said to be Fatalists, believing in fate, in the 
strictest sense of the word: they will not even take precaution 
against the plague ; neither, (as we are told,) will they use the 
least exertion to extinguish a fire, should it even destroy their 
city or town. | 

Sevoes ians of the present day are not agreed on the question of 
Predestination. Some, (as the Presbyterians,) hold to Predesti- 
nation, Election, and Reprobation. Oxhers there are amongst 
them that virtually will not allow to Godhead Prescience and Om- 
nipotence, by their manner and method of denying, and attempts 
at disproving and gainsaying the arguments held out by the Pre- 
destinarians. On the other hand, the Predestinarians want no 
providence, no superintendence ; and according to them there is no 
repentance of avail, no works of any use; indeed those predes- 
tined to damnation, or what is the same, not Elected, have not 
the grace of repentance or other good works, and those good 
works we see and admire are only filthy rags, self-righteousness, 
detestable high crimes, and misdemeanours, hypocrisy, rank and 
errant hypocrisies; and thus, neither party understanding the 
word, each array themselves with some of the attributes of Dei- 
ty. ‘i'he predestinarians, with the prescience, and the anti-pre- 
destinarians, with the justice, mercy, holiness, goodness, and truth; 
and thus they reason out of book. A just God has predetermin- 
ed an inteligent object to eternal misery, even before he created 
him. A merciful Father has predetermined an intelligence into 
existence for the purpose of suffering eternal misery. The Holy 
from all eternity has decreed that a mortal intelligent being shall 
in time be born; and that he shall live 70 years an unholy and 
wicked life on the earth, after which the mortal part of him shail 
be returned to the lap of Nature, and the intelligent existence shali 
eternally suffer misery irredeemable. The true God, the God of 
truth, nay, Truth itself has said to me, ‘“ Behold I put before 
you the good and evil, choose the good.” And in the mean time 
he has only mocked me, for in truth, truth had predetermined me, 
before either my soul or body existed, to reprobation ; nay, has 
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also predetermined me into existence tor that purpose, that I 
should be damned. All this the Anti-predestinarians say is rank 
blasphemy. 

On the other hand, the Calvinists and other predestinarians re- 
tortin book. ‘ The light shineth in darkness, and the darkness 
comprehendeth it not.” This is a position laid down by John, and 
must be believed. Now say they, “St. John calleth man dark- 
ness ; therefore we reject all what is taught repugnant to this, con- 
cerning the free will of men, since man is but a slave to sin, and 
hath nothing of himself unless it be given him from heaven; for 


who may presume to boast that he of himself can do any good, 
since ‘“* No man can come to me, except the father, which has sent 
me, draw him ?” Who will glory in his own will who understands 
that to be carnally minded, is enmity against God. Who can 
speak of his knowledge, since “‘ the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God.” Again—‘‘ God worketh in us both 
to will and to do of his good pleasure.” Again—‘‘ Without me 
ye can do nothing.”* And more such like reasons do they assign, 
powerful and all-sufficient, provided their opponents believe all 
this, and considerable more such like, taken altogether from the 
New Testament, to be the true word of God ; and they will not 
disallow it; each party, in his turn, is sorely goaded by the op- 
posite; they are both convinced of error; each does not know 
what to do with the uther’s arguments; they never answer, they 
only attack each other’s weak sides, for, in truth, both are in er- 
ror. For this is the conclusion of the matter in difference be- 
tween them. If God hath foreordained whatever cometh to pass, 
and hath predestinated some to salvation and others to damna- 
tion from all eternity, then God is not just, holy, merciful, good, 
or true. But God is just, holy, merciful, good, and true; there- 
fore the doctrine of predestination, and reprobation from all eter- 
nity, is not true; is a false doctrine! Aye, but, say the Predes- 
tinarians, the New Testament teaches this doctrine ; (and they 
are right, for so it does.) Take your choice, then, either believe 
the New Testament, or believe God is holy, just, merciful, good, 
and true. Both cannot be believed, except by faith, which, by 
the by, is NO belief—I mean, ......can faith. 3. 


NOTICES. 


The office of the Jew is removed to No. 91 Mercer-street. 
The Examination of Isaiah’s message to the American nation, or the 18th chat 
ser of Isaiah, is unavoidably postponed for the present. 


* Confession of Faith 




















